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Midweek Advent 1 

December 1, 2021 
 

Tonight’s theme:  The angel Gabriel appeared to a poor, teenage girl named Mary to tell her 
incredible news:  through a miracle of the Holy Spirit she would give birth to God’s Son!  But the 
real miracle in the angel’s message?  The One born to Mary, our Savior Jesus, would bring God’s 
favor to her and to us!  Rejoice with Mary in the message of the angels:  the Lord is with you. 
 

Worship Series:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
“When the time had fully come, God sent his Son.”  God’s people had been waiting for hundreds, 
even thousands of years for God to send the rescuer.  As the time approached, God sent his 
messengers to declare that the waiting was nearly over.  The king of all creation was entering the 
world.  This Advent, we will prepare for the Christ-child by listening to God’s messengers of Good 
News, the angels, as they appear to Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds.  They have a message from 
God of good news that brings great joy, which is for all people.  This Advent, we will ponder the 
mystery of the virgin birth, the incarnation, and the humility of God as he becomes one with us 
to rescue us from sin and death.  We will sing Christmas carols and joining the angels in their songs 
of praise.  We too are messengers, sent from God, to invite others “to see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 

December 1 Appearing to Mary  Pastor Jon Bergemann 
 

December 8 Appearing to Joseph  Pastor Dan Herold 
(Glory to God Lutheran, Tinley Park) 

December 15 Appearing to the Shepherds Pastor Colin Rieke 
(Palos Lutheran, Palos Heights) 

 

Pre-service:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Adapted by Thomas Helmore) 
 Flute:  Ava DeStefano    Accompanist:  Jan Henriksen 

  
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church 

525 63rd Street, Downers Grove 
630-852-1519 
www.gsdg.org 

http://www.gsdg.org/
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It is the mission of 

 

 
 

Good Shepherd 
 

to 
 

Seek the Lost 
Feed the Flock and 

Serve our Savior 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches 
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-
wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as well 
as in Mexico and Canada.  The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries 
through world mission work.  We are united in faith and teaching with the other 
churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies 
throughout the world.   
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We Come into the Presence of God 
 

Musical Introduction (This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and 
prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.) 
 

Vocal Solo:  “Mary’s Song (Magnificat)” (by Rachel Braun, text from Luke 1:46-55) 
Vocalist:  Winter Fischer  Accompanist:  Jan Henriksen 

 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 
My spirit sings in God my Savior. 
For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
Each generation yet to come will call me blessed. 
The Mighty One has done great things for me. 
And holy is his name. 
 

His mercy is for those who fear him. 
He’s shown us strength with his arm. 
He’s scattered those with pride in their hearts. 
He’s brought down the rulers from their thrones. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
Rememb’ring his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers. 
To Abraham and his offspring forever and ever. 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. 
My spirit sings in God my Savior. 
For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
Each generation yet to come will call me blessed. 
The Mighty One has done great things for me. 
And holy is his name. 

 
 

 
 

Opening Prayers 
 

Minister:  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 
Congregation:  the light no darkness can overcome. 

 
M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
C: and the day is almost over.  

Original song by Rachel Braun.  ©2019 Branches Brand.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted with permission. 
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M: Be our light and scatter the darkness, 
C: and hear our evening hymn of praise. 

 
M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close.  

Stay with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ.  
May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we may walk in 
the light of your presence through the darkness of this world.  Come 
and bless us as we worship you:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 

 
Opening Hymn:  #5, verses 1,7 “As Angels Joyed with One Accord” 
 

 

 
Prayer 
 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight.  Come and help us in 
time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and 
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
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We Listen 

 
Reading:  2 Samuel 7:4-5,11b-17 
 

4But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: 
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says:  Are you the one 

to build me a house to dwell in? 
11b“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for 

you:  12When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up 
your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever.  14I will be his father, and he will be my son.  When he 
does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by 
human hands.  15But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away 
from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  16Your house and your kingdom will 
endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” 

17Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation. 
 

Hymn:  #56, verses 1,3 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
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Sermon:  Luke 1:46-55 
 
46And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
    47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
    49for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 
 

 
 
We Respond 
 

Offering (In an effort to maintain a safe social distance, please place your offerings in 
the provided plate when exiting the sanctuary.  

If you are a guest in our church, please do not feel obligated to participate in 
the offering.  We do not want you to think that God or our congregation is soliciting 
funds from you. You enrich us simply by being here.)  



7 

Lord, Have Mercy 
 

M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  
 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your 
church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who serve 
and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

 
C: Christ, have mercy. 

 
M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with 

every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 
 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 
M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, 

justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O 
Lord: 

 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, 

for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin 
and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us 

your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly 
kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now 

commend ourselves to your care.  Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
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Prayer for Peace  
 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come 
from you.  Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments.  
Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in 
peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 
C: Amen. 

 
Blessing 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn:  #592 “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” 
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Everyone is welcome to join us for BLAST 
(Believe, Learn and Seek Truth), our Sunday 
morning Children's Ministry.  We begin each 
Sunday at 9:15a in the library at the end of the 
school hallway.  Email BLAST@gsdg.org  
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Serving in Worship 
 

Pastor:  Jon Bergemann 
Organist:  Jan Henriksen 
Cantors:  Kristina John and  
 Barb Koch 
Ushers:  Erik Schindler 
AV Team:  Bob Reichert, Joe Garetto,  

Kristen Reynolds, and 
Greg Busse 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Pastor Jon Bergemann  
Office:  630.852.1519 

 Email:  pastor.bergemann@gsdg.org 
 

Church Secretary Jennifer Reynolds 
Church office:  630.852.1519 

 School office:  630.852.5081 
 Cell phone:  630.399.3648 
 Office Email:  office@gsdg.org 
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